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Editorial
by
Gweoyth Hood

Mythic Circle #25 is late. Reasons for
its tardiness are many, among them banal
academic plagues and newfangled
administrative initiatives, both exacerbated
by shrinking budgets. In the shadowy
background lurked fear and war, the war
which actually happening, putting friends
and students into actual combat or danger of
it. and the fear of terrorism which faced us
all.
Still, it was not really the great forces of
demonic hate and evil which delayed this
publication.
Lesser matters had more direct
influence. Perhaps the indefatigable
Squidgeboodle, whose correspondance
found its way into issues 21 and 22, finally
did gain the talented recruits he wanted for
his Department of Petty Nuisances.
Anyway, I found myself trying to do
preliminary layout without an operational
printer, either at home or in my office.
When I got a new printer, my monitor
started slowly blinking out. These things,
my readers understand, are onJy funny when
they happen to somebody else.
More troubling to me than my failing
equipment is my inability to keep up with
the correspondance Ireceive and to respond
to submissions in a timely manner. I have
felt, now and then, like a lost soul, doomed
to eternal burial under a heap of unanswered
and unanswerable correspondance. If there
is anyone reading this who had sent a
submission and received no reply, please
know that polite inquiries are most welcome
and are likely to get quick replies during the
summer months.
But there is a bright side. Here Is
Mythic Circle 25, appearing at last due to

the help of several wonderful people. Many
thanks to Tim and Bonnie Callahan,
Kathleen Edwards, Timothy Hodges, and
Jef Murray, who responded quickly and
patiently to my requests for help. Without
them, this issue would have been pooer and
later, or might not have appeared at alt
There is good news, too, from former
contributors. Douglas Rossman, who
published several short stories in previous
issues of Mythic Circle, writes to say, "My
eight Norse-related stories that first
appeared in your magazine during the late
80s and early-to-mid 90s were published in
book form in 2001 (along with four other
stories) under the title Theft of The Sun and
Other New Norse Myths. The publisher was
Skandisk, a small press specializing in
Scandinavian-relatedmaterial." We Mythic
Circlers wish you much success with your
writing, Douglas. May we hear much
similar news from our writers and artists.

••••

Co11 ectioo:
LaJa Beine-Koehn kindly and indulgently
corrects some errors in.the publication of her
poems in Mythic Circle 24. She writes, "I
am glad that there is stillenough phantas.y
left in this somber world of ours. It was
gratifying to see several of my poems appear
[... ]. Alas, I would like (though reluctantly)
to point out a few errors in printing. L .. 1
They are: "The White Queen Soliloquy": 1st
stanza, 9111 line, should read "on each horse
one black, one white" [not "on black"]; 2nd
stanza., 2nd last line, should read: "pushing a
silver arrow into her hair, I coiling her plaits
around it" [not "plans"]. "The One-Eyed
Rooster": 2nd stanza, 10th line: it should
read: "She listens to the rooster crow sad
The Mythic Circle #25, pg. 2

and happy/children soni8" [not "song"]. "It
Was Rather Strange": 4 stanza, last line,

her/ white neck peeking through yards of
silk" [not "years"].

should read "her hat bowed in deep reverie,

The Mythic Circle
The Mythic Circle is a small literary magazine published by The Mythopoeic Society, which
celebrates the work ofC. S. Lewis, J. RR Tolkien, Charles Williams, and other writers in the mythic
tradition. For more information about the Mythopoeic Society.and its publications (including Myth/ore
and Mythprint), and for information on the annual Mythopoeic Society Conference (Mythcon 34 is at
Nashville this year) see our web site, <www.mythsoc.org>
The Mythic Circle has become an annual. The next issue, #26, should appear, barring delays, some
time before the end of 2003. It costs $8.00 to pre-order a copy, which will be mailed when printed.
Copies of previous issues are available through the Mythopoeic Society Orders Department. For preorders and past issues, write to: Mythopoeic Society Orders Department, 920 N. Atlantic Blvd. #E,
Alhambra, CA 91801. Submissions and letters of comment should be scot to: Owenyth Hood, English
Department, Marshall University, Huntington WV 25701. E-mail ishood@marsball.edu. If'e-mailing
about Mythic Circle matters, kindly state this in the message heading, to distinguish yourself from spam.
We have, as yet, no hard and fast length limits, but we are a small publication. We have to think
very well of a story 5000 words long to publish it. Shorter stories have a better chance. By editorial
policy we favor our subscribers. We also favor those who show their desire to improve their work by
revising their submissions and submitting them again, even if they do not exactly take our advice.
Printed submissions should be double-spaced and should include a stamped. self-addressed envelope. If
you wish to e-mail submissions, check in advance for format requirements.

ABOUT OUR CONTRIBUTORS
[Note: of the following entries, those in italics were composed entirely by the contributor whom they concern; in the
others, editorial comment and authorial quotation are distinguished in the usual way.]

John Adcox is an Atlanta-based writer and marketing/communications creaiive director and
experience architect. He's also an avid reader, baseball fan, Arthurian emhusiast, and Disney
buff. He is single, cute, and available. John is one of the two founders of the Mythic Journeys
conference (http://www.mythicjoumeys.org) to be held in Atlanta in June, 2004. He has just
finished his first novel, a contemporary mythic fiction piece called The Widening Gvre.
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